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ABSTRACT 

This paper describes rhe Educational Resources 
Information Center (ERIC), discusses the Reading and Communication 
Skills Clearinghouse and its role in the ERIC system, and shows 
journalism teachers and advisors at the high school level how to use 
the ERIC system. An introduction containing an overview of ERIC is 
followed by a description of the tools and methods necessary for 
using the system effectively. The narrative is interspersed with 
diagrams and figurei, which further explain the system and how to use 
it* The article concludes with a sample search of the ERIC system 
shoving a typical search strategy a journalism teacher would follow. 
(Author) 
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'lie I cIiuatiDiKil Resources Information 
( enter (I Kl( ) is a iKitional nit'onnation system 
consisting ol l(> Lkainighouses inuler the 
general sponsoislup of the National histitute 
ol I ilucation (Ml ). Hach clearinghouse is 
respoiisilWc lor selecting, analy/ing» evaluating, 
ami disscininatnig educational iiirormation ami 
materials m a given area. I'or example, the 
Keailiiig and Communication Skills Cleariiighouse 
(I KI(VK( S) IS responsible for research, resource, 
ami iiistiuctional materials in journalism, read- 
ing. I nghsli, specLli and theatei i.e. the 
coinmunicatuMi skills. The data collected in 
lournalisni in I KK7K(*S are available to 
journalism teachers and advi.sors in more thrn 
500 I KIC niicroliche collections located across 
the country. 

In llic area of scholastic journalism, the 
I RIC sysiein contains information and resources 
on teaching jouMialisni, advising the school 
iiewspapei ami yearbook, organizing the journ- 
alism slafl. piepaiing editorial guidelines and 



The Journalism Kducatioii Association is 
associated with I KIC/RCS in an eflort to 
enable J I- A members to have more infroniation 
ant I assistance to aid them in professional 
teaching. 

I he l-RIC svslein is designed to enable 
teachers in the classroom to have the latest 
and most impf.rt.mt information needed to 
increase their teaching abilities and information. 
It IS not designed onlv for the researcher but 
mainly the IVont-hne teacher. 

JI A IS represented on the HRKVRCS 
advisory boaul which meets yearly to set policy 
and i»;K)rities. .11- A furnishes several persons 
to review [)oten(ial journalism and ina.>s 
conimumcations material for inclusion m the 
I- RIC system. And JhA cooperates with 
l:RI(7R( 'S m the publishing of materials 
such as Student hcss Rights by Robert Trager. 

This article by Rodney J. Barth was 
written at JI.A\ request and it should enable 
JI A members to more fully use the informa- 
tion system to improve their classroom 
leaching. 



policies, and instructing students in news- 
gathering and editing. hRIC contains addi- 
tional information on the legal aspects of 
journalism, recent court decisions related to 
scholastic journalism, freedom of speech, the 
First Amendment rights of students and 
teachers, ami ccn.sorship problems. 

Two books recently indexed into the 
system by the HRICVRCS Clearingliouse are 
Captive Voices- The Report of the Commis- 
sion o} hiiiuiry Into lii^h School Journalism 
by Jack Nelson and Student Press Ri^ht.s by 
Robert Trager. The first of these, prompted 
by the Kennedy Commission, was published 
by ,Schocken Books; the second was published 
by the Journalism liducation Association in 
cooperation with 1:KIC/RCS. Other materials 
in the HRIC system include transcripts of 
speeches, papers on teaching methods, 
research reports, conference and convention 
proceedings, literature review, inservice and 
preservice workshop information, curriculum 
guides and journal articles. 

In order to use the HRIC system to best 
advantage, each teacher needs a working 
concept on how to retrieve information. It 
does not take the skills of a librarian to acquire 
valuable information from the ERIC system, 
although a brief explanation from a librarian 
may be in order for the beginner. The 
effective user of HRIC will need to be 
familiar with the tools of the HRIC system. 
These tools include the Thesaurus of ERIC 
Descriptors, Resources in Education, and 
Current Index to Journals in Educaticm, 



THE TOOLS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM 

The Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors is 
the key to the entire system. This thesaurus, 
wliich IS continuously updated to maintain 
aeeuiaey, is the source of all subject terms 
(descriptors) used for indexing and for retrieval 
of documents and journal articles in the HRIC 
rolh'ction. (See I'igure I.) 



l- igiiro I luun nwi^aunisoj I'RIC Descriptors 



Narrower TcinUs) 
Hio.hiei lennis) 
Kola led U-rinls) 



Journalism 

N I News Reporting 

Bl' Icclinoloiiy 

KT ( onipoMlit>n (literature) 

(\)Uises 

I'Aliling 

l iench I it«*rature 

I jnguagc Arts 

I a>o(i( (publications) 

Mass Media 

()ccupalu:.is 

I^lMltatlon^ 

Radio 

Spanish American Literature 
Spanish Liteiature 
1ele\ision 
Writing 

Censorship 

R r Academic Freedom 
Moral Issues 
Mtual Values 
Sanctions 

School Newspapers 

Bl' Newspapers 

School Puhlicaiions 

R r i'lass Newspapers 

C'ocurricular Activities 
Schools 



Kach Item entered in the l:RIC system is 
assigned several descriptors selected tVoin the 
fhcsaunis that reflect the essential subject 
matter contained in the document. Descriptors 
marked by an asterisk (*) indicate the major 
concepts ol' the document, wliile the unmaiked 
descriptors denote concepts ol* only minor 
emphasis m the document. In «:ases where no 
descriptor adequately describes some important 
feature ol'a document, an Ndentiller' may be 
assigned in addition to the descriptors. When 
an identifier is used frequently, as was the case 
with *News Reporting', a clearinghouse (in this 
case HRKVRCS) submits it as a new descriptor 
for inclusion in the Thesaurus as part of the 
updating process mentioned cailier. Hxamples 
of descriptors journalism teachers and advisors 
will fnul useful include: \Student Publications/ 
'School Newspapers,' ^Journalism,' M leadlines.' 
*News Reporting,' 'Student Rights,' 'Yearbook.' 
'Freedom of Speech,' Tourt Litigation,' and 
'Censorship.' M'irst Amendment' can be found 
as an identifier. Other Journalism related 
descriptors may be located by consulting the 
Thesaurus, 

The abstracts of documents thus indexed 
are printed in Resources in Education (Rlli) 
which is published each month. Aiiout 1,000 
documents from the Id HRK" Clearinghouses 
are indexed and summarized in each monthly 



Figure 2 Subject Index from RIH 
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Censorship 

An Analysis of Editorial l*rccdom ind Administrative 
Control of the Student New.papcr m the l-our-Yc.ir 
Collcge.sand Univcrsillcs in New York State. 



ED 086 977 

'flic Cenorship of 'Maude*: A Case Study in thr Sticia! 
Construction of Reality. 

081 055 

I-recdom of the Press as a Function of Subsystem Auto- 
nomy and As An Antithesis of Development. 

I'D 084 555 

The Intcr-Amencan Press Association as Clumpion of 
Press Freedom: Reality or Rhetoric? Ttie Bohvian 
l-xperience. 1952-1973. 

School Newspapers 

An Analysis the Editorial Content and Policy 
of Twenty Selected High School Newspapers in 
Pennsylvania, 

!• D 082 23! 

The College and University Campus Student Press* An 
i'Auminatior^ of its Status and Aspirations and Some 
ol the Myths Surrounding It. 

KD 084 963 

The High School Underground Press: Content Analysis, 
Member Attitudes and beliefs. 

I D 083 640 

Student Press in American Archives, I'all/Winter 1 973- "^4. 

. hi) 085 704 
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voiiiiuc l-.ich KM .ilsi) auitams a main entry 
scclJOM aiul .1 Mil>iocl iiulcx. an aullu)i hkIcx, 
anil a souuv nulcx (institution or publisher), 
l iic" sul)K\*l nuK-\ IN airanijcd alphahclically 
l)y dcscn[)lors. Ducunienls which have hcon 
assii:neil a |>ai licul.ir teiin as a inajoi clesciiplor 
are listed in llu* suhjoct iiulcx under thai term. 
( Sci- I'l.miios 2 .iiul ^) riuis, adoeumenl which 
has been assmncii li\c major descriptors will 
bo hiund III li\c places in the" subject index. 
In iMcli place, llic iille and a si\-iliuil I D 
Uui I K|( Documcnl) accession number are 
listed Seiniamuial and annual compilations 
.il Kll. are alM> available. Before January 1975, 
Kll' lepresentcd Research w ikhuatKni But 
the iillc uasclianiied to Resouraw in Eduaitioh 
m order ti> inoie accurately retlect its contents. 
I he oigani/alion and contents remained 
unehaiigec!. 

Most documents abstracted in RIK are 
available from the I- KIC* Document Repro- 
duciioii Service" (l:l)KS) m two !'. niis: micro- 
fiche (Ml ), a loui-by-six inch microfilm card 
contamiiij: up to pages of text; or hard copy 
(IK ). si\-l)v-eii:hl inch black and white photo- 
jirjphically repioduced pages m a paper bind- 
ing. A few (iocunients listed in Rll: arc not 
available fioni I* DRS. In these cases, ordering 
inlormation and current price are listed with 
the abstract in Iho mam entry section. 

Articles from nearly 600 educational journ- 
als a le iiidcxed m the same manner m another 
I RIC publication. O/m'/// hidcx to Journals 
in ixliuadnrt (CIIL) (See Figure 4.) These 
articles arc assitiiied a six-digit I J (for hduca- 
tional Jiuiriul) accession number and are 
often annotated. .Semiannual and annual 
compilations of CIJIv are available. Copies of 
the journal articles indexed in CUR are not 
available from I Rl(\they must be obtained 
from a library collection or from the publisher.. 

si;arching rRic, a case study 

A hypothetical case study on censorship 
which incorporates the previously introduced 
tools, kTins. and diagrams in a search of the 
I'.RK* system tollows. 

John Smith has accepted a position teaching 
high school journalism with the stipulation that 
he serve as I acuity advisor to the school news- 
paper, [he student editor has approached Mr.. 
Smith with the suggestion that the newspaper 
run a series of artn.lcs on drug use and abuse 
in the coinnninity. Smith, concerned with 
community icachon and administrative policy 
toward controversial issues, needs more infor- 
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t:D()94 4l6 C S20I 479 

iW'Ison, Jack 

C jplivc Voices Thii Report oi the Commission 

ol Inquiry Into lli^li Si lioo I Journalism. 
Roherl I . Kennedy Memorul. \V.i\liini;loiK O.C. 
Pub iXUe 74 
Note >55p 

Avail J bio Ironi- Sohoeken llook\» 200 Madison 
Avenue, New York. New York 10016 ($10. 
95 clotli. $1.45 p.i|>er) 

Document Not Available from KDRS. 

IX*M*nplors ♦Censor\hip. Conterenee Reports, 
Court Litigation, ♦! reedom of Sp^'ech. Gui- 
delines, *JournalisiiK Mass Media, Minority 
(troup.\ National Surveys, *Seliooi News- 
papers, Secondary I'dueation, * Student Pub- 
lications. 

Idennfiers- ♦Commission of Inquiry Into High 
School Journalism. 

Contained in this report are the results of a 
national inquiry ccnducteil by the Commission 
ot Inquiry Into High School JonrnaliMU (some- 
times called the Kenneily Commis^on), winch 
examined the eurrent status of high sehool jour- 
nalism. Contents include 'Censorsliip/ which 
sumnurizes the dillerent kinds ol* censorship 
unaivered by the co in niisMon; 'Minority Parti- 
cipation/' which cites some of the problems 
students from racial, cultural, ami ethnic minor- 
ities lace in joining the journalism stalf: *Journ- 
aliMu and Journahsin l:ducai ion," which discuss- 
es the low priority given journalism ami journal- 
ism education by high school ad nun is I rat ions; 
M^Iablislied Media/ which exainuies the lack of 
cneouragemcnt given by the print and electronic^ 
media, which are dependent on the eontmuous 
*1ow ot talent coming out ot high schools; and 
"Towards Action,' which ksts the recomincnda- 
tK>ns ol the commission toamtliorate the pre- 
sent conditions. The doeumcnt concludes with 
three appendixes con t.imin^' guidehnes I'orhigli 
school journalism, the results of sun'ey analys- 
es, and selected readings (RB) 



mation on censorslup) and journalistic responsi- 
bility in high school newspapers before he con- 
siders the editor's proposal. Smith has heard 
about the I:RI(* system and plans to spend 
some time investigating it with the hope of 
uncovering some information tlidt will help 
him establish guidelines for the newspaper's 
editorial policy. 

Smith's first step is to phrase, as narrowly 
and accurately as possible, the ([uestion he seeks 
to answer. *WlKit news is fit (and allowable) to 
print in the high school press?' Smith will be 
looking for information on censorship policies 
in the high school press, on responsible journal- 
ism, and on freedom of speech. 

The next task is for Smith to determine the 
''c-' iiptois he will use to conduct his search, 
lie goes to the Thesaurus oj L'R/C Pesenptors 



aiul first loDks uiulcr the term Jouriuilisni.' 
lie t'lmls a list ol teiins umler 'JDiiiiiahsnr 
which are iiivKieii mUo seveial categories 'aiuier 
the noial ions li L N L and l< I , which liulicate 
those terms lhal are narrower than (NT), broader 
than (U'l or ivlaied (o (l< T) the lerin 'Journal- 
ism.' l acli ol'lhe lerins listed iiiijlcf tii<.'se ab- 
hrevialions is itsel! a desenplor. This cross- 
lislmg enahles a scauher (o i|uickly identity 
olher possible desciiptors that iniglK be use- 
ful ::i a seauh. 

In this case Simlh picks 'Writing' and 'Pub- 
heal tons* Irom the related term list as terms lie 
teels aie applicable to bis search. Although 
Smith does not lind any useful descriptors list- 
ed uiuler 'Writing* in tlie ThcMinrus. under 'Pub- 
lications* he liiuK 'School Publications.' Listed 
as an N'l* niuler School Publicalions' is the 
term 'School Newspapers! Smith also discovers 
that the term C ensorship' is listed in the The- 
suarns Since Simlh feels he has found the ap- 
piopriate ilescriplors ('School Newspapers and 
'Censorship';, he looks under these terms in 
the .Suhjecl liule\ of the latest cumulative 
index of KIb. 

I'roiu the titles of the documents listed in 
Ihe Subjecl Index. Smith determines whether 
or not lie !s inleiesleil in reading the abstracts. 
If he IS, he tuins to the Document Resumes 
section of klb. liy reading each of the abstracts, 
he can ilcciile which hRIC documents he is 
inteiested m reading m their entirety. Smith 
can then icad those doeuinents available on 
microfiche on the inicroriche reader in his 
librnry. It he wishes, he can onler either micro- 
ticlic or paper copy reproductions using order- 
ing instructions available m each issue of RIE. 
liy caretui reailmg, m Rlb\ the abstracts of 
those ilocumenis not available on microfiche 
Smith can determine if he would like to 
purchase copies ol the documents. He records 
the ordering information included with the 
abstracts of those ilocuinents he wants to 
order. 

.Smith Can also obtain a list of references 
from educational journals relevant to his topic 
by using the same descriptors tor searching the 
Current Index (o Journals m ijii^Ush (CIJL). 
CIJ I' entries incUule brief annotations when- 
ever an article's iitle is not indicative of its 
content. However, in order to read the entire 
article; Sinifh must either obtain it from the 
library or order it troin the journal publisher. 

By now, Smith has obtained a significant 
Ixuly of information on (he subject in which 
he IS interested. I le may continue to pursue 
information or ilecide that what he has found 



Figure 4 Main Hntry from CIJH 



bJ Number 

Ai4iclc Title 
and Author 

Journal, Volume 



l^scnptors 



Annotations 



— U 102 415 CS 701 289 

^ l*our- Letter Words'. Use in Publications'? Stein- 
berg, ll.itne, Commumcatnyu Joumaiism Edu- 
cation Today, v7, pp9, Spr 74 

/ ♦Joiirnjlisnl, ♦School Newspapers, •I-rce- 
dom ol Speech, ♦Censorslnp, Secondary 

^ IMucalion. (*0bscene Langiugc) 

Puts the current use of expletives in perspco 

^ tivc tor lui^li school journalism students and 
puhlication stall's (KtO 

t:j 102 416 C3 701 290 

Profcyiionals Must Work with Secondaiy Jour- 
nalists Cuniunghani, Dick, Comimmicatum Jo- 
urnalism t:ducation Today, v 7, pp 1 0-1 1, Spr 74 
♦Journalism, ♦Student Pubhcations, ♦Cen- 
sorsliip. ♦Freedom of Speech, Secondary 
VA ucatioii 

Argues that professional journalists must work 
w'.ih high school journalists and journalism or- 
ganizations to prevent interference of press free- 
dome in higli school publications (KB) 



is sufficient to enable him to draw up guide- 
lines for determining responsibility of the 
school newspaper to print articles such as the 
series on drugs. 



OTHER RESOURCES 

Low-cost computer searches of the V.\\\C 
system are available throughout the country 
from both public and private search services, 
and Smith could have used one of the^e 
services had he so desired. 

Listed below are the location ot the com- 
puter search services. 



ER!C/Career Education 
204Gabel Hall 
Northern Illinois University 
I)eKalbJL60!l5 
Phone: 815.753-1251 

KF<IC/Counseling & Personnel 
2108 I'.ducation Bklg. 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104 
Phone- 3I3.7()4.9492 

ERIC/Disadvantaged 
Box 40 

Columbia Universitv 
Teachers College 
525 VV. 1 20th St. 
New Yojk,NV 10027 
Phone: 212.678-34.^8 



ERIC 
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ERIC/Early Chtldhood Develop* 
College of Education 
University ol Illinois 
805 W. Pennsylvania Ave. 
UrbaiiaJL6l80l 
Phone: 217.333-1386 

ERIC/Educational Management 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR ^^7403 
Phone. 503.ti86.5043 

ERIC/I landicapped & Gifted Child. 
The Council lor Exceptional Chtid- 
1920 Association Drive 
Keston, VA 2209I 
Phone: 70.V620.3660 

ERIC/I hgher Education 
George Washington University 
One Dupont Circle, Suite 630 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Phoite: 202-29().2597 



FRKVinroi itMlioii Resources 

( Vnici tor Koscjuh cS: DovelopintMit n\ Te:iclnng 

StantouL(^\^)4.U)5 

I'hone 4l5-3:i-:U)0.cxi. 3345 

KI<l(7Jui^i^>r ( olleges 
Kooni ^)()» IN)wc!l I iluary 
DiiivcisUy ot (\ili!oiin.i 
405 Milgaiil Avcmtf 
li)s Aiigolos.rA *HK):4 
Phoijc :i.^H2S-WM 

l-KKVLniiiuagcs ami Ijnguistich 

Mi)dcrn L.iniiiulio AssdckiIioii of Anicnca 

(>: l-ilth A\e 

New N oik. NY 1 00 11 

Plmne- :i2-74!-7S(.3 

l.KICVKtNuhiig jrid (*ommunication Skills 
NjtiDiKil (\)uncrl ol reachers of l-.nghsh 
) II i Kenyon Kd 
UrbanaJI hi HO I 
Phone : 17-^28-3X70 

I'RKVRuml luliication and Small Schools 

»4)x 3Ar 

New Mexico Slate University 
I a."* Cruccs. NM 8H003 
Phone 505-M()-2(>2^ 

hRKVScicnce. Maili and Environmental Educ. 

400 Lincoln lowei 

Ohio State Uiiiveisity 

I8()0(annon Dnve 

Columhus. Oil 43210 

Phone M 4-422*67 1 7 

i:Rl(7Social Studies & Social Science Educ. 

855 Uroadway 

Boulder. CO K0302 

Phone- 30^443. 1 ^83, ext 8434 

I'RKVTeacher l-.ducation 

American Assn of Colleges for Teacher Educ. 

One Duponi Circle. Smlc 6 16 

Washington J) C. 20036 

Phone 202-203-7280 

hUIC/'l est s. Measurement & Evaluation 
l:docalmnal lesiing Service 
Pnnceloii.NJ 08540 
Phone ^)0*^02 1-0000. ext. 2691 

To fiiul out the RRIC computer search 
service nearest to you, you may write HRK7 
RC^Sat I I 1 1 Kenyon Rd., Urhaua, II. 61801., 



USING THE ERIC SYSTEM 

The liUIC Clearingliouse on Reading and 
Comnuinicaiion Skills is sponsored by the 
National Council of Teachers of English in 
cooperation with the National Institute of 
Education, U.S. Department cT Health, l-iduca- 
tion, and Welfare, ERlC's obj.aive is to keep 
educaiois intoiined about current developments 
in education, hil'orniaoon collected by the 
ERIC Cleaiinglioube on Reading and Com* 
nuinication Skills and the otlver ERIC clear- 
inghouses can be ordered from the 1'!RIC 
i>)cument Reproduction Service (EDRS), 
P.O. Box 190, Arlington, VA 22210, For 
coinpiete oidering information consult the 
monthly issues of /^m//rrc's/// i:diication 
(RIE), 

Documents with ED numbers are indexed 
in HL':^oiircL's in txlucarion. Those with V.S 
numbers are indexed in Current Index to 
Joiirnabm luluvation (CUE), And those with 
CS numbers are recently acquired materials; 
ED or EJ numbers will soon be assigned. 



Sample price; for materials from the ERIC 
docuineni scivico aie 75 cents for microfiche 
of adocument running between I and 479 pages, 
l-or hard copy, the price runs SI. 50 for 1-25 
pages, S5.40 lor 101-125 pages. Postage is 
added to Ihcbc prices. 
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